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Ahmad Jaafar al’Ahmady

c/o Ministry of Culture

Mukalla, Rep. of Yemen

Sept 13th, 2004

Re: INVITATION AL-MUKALLA GROUP FOR 2nd SAUTI ZA BUSARA FESTIVAL

Dear Ahmad Jaafar al’Ahmady

Assalaamu’alleikoum. I hope that this letter finds you and your family in good health, inshallah.

SAUTI ZA BUSARA (Swahili = “Sounds of Wisdom”) is a cultural extravaganza of music, theatre and dance, taking place in Stone Town Zanzibar, from 10th – 13th February 2005. The festival is organised by Busara Promotions - a non-governmental, non-political and non-profitable cultural organization registered here in Zanzibar in 2003. 

This festival aims to showcase the wealth and diversity of music and performing arts from the Swahili-speaking region, with some invited groups from other parts of Africa and the world. The festival is free and the first edition attracted audiences of more than 12,000 people over the weekend. Interest for the coming second edition indicates that we can expect an even larger turnout next year. As well as the shows, creative and practical workshops are being organised (eg music, dance, arts marketing and technical workshops) aimed mostly for East Africans. The event brings many benefits to the region, boosting the economy of Zanzibar, promoting East African music internationally, providing a space for people of different backgrounds to come together in an atmosphere of celebration, and a chance for musicians and artists from the region to meet and learn from one another. 

The festival attracts many international journalists, promoters and visitors to Zanzibar and extensive coverage for this year’s festival was broadcast on BBC World Service, Africa Journal, RAI TV and other programmes in USA, Canada and Europe. There were also many features including photographs in different magazines and internet sites, including www.afropop.org, fROOTS, Songlines and more. 

We have pleasure in inviting you with up to ten other members of Al-Mukalla Group to this festival for one or two performances on Main Stage plus participation in one of the workshops. However, being in Tanzania and not well funded, unfortunately Busara Promotions is not in the position to pay the group’s transport from Yemen and we hope you will be able to find these travel costs through your Ministry of Culture or other local funders. Busara Promotions will be happy to provide accommodation in Zanzibar for up to eleven group members, plus local transport and some modest artists’ fees for the group - and guaranteed Swahili hospitality to make your stay here enjoyable and unforgettable. We will also be happy to acknowledge the sponsor of travel costs for your group in our festival publications and press.


As you know, it is very important that we increase the movement of African and Middle Eastern musicians within the African Continent as well as the other parts of the world. We wish you success in fundraising in the belief that these shows and workshops will be inspirational for your group, our local audiences and not least, for the East African musicians and artists.

Hoping very much to see you in February and do contact me at any time in case of any questions.

With best wishes,
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Yusuf Mahmoud, Director
BUSARA PROMOTIONS   ♫   PO BOX 3635   ♫   ZANZIBAR   ♫   TANZANIA

Tel:  (+255) 747 428478     ♫     Fax: (+44) 870 132 1190

  email:   busara@zanlink.com  or  busarapromotions@lycos.com

